P R E S I D E N T ' S M E S S A G E
We can't solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we used when we created them.
-Albert Einstein I n my first message at the beginning of this year, I described some of the formidable challenges and exciting opportunities facing the Computer Society. In this, my last message as 2006 president, I report on the tremendous progress we made this year toward realizing our vision of the world's computer society.
A PIVOTAL YEAR
During 2006, we commemorated a diamond jubilee for the computer age-the 60th anniversary of the ENIAC computer and the 60th anniversary of the IEEE Computer Society. This important milestone provided us with both excitement and inspiration for several special activities and awards. Past presidents Jim Aylor and Ron Hoelzeman; Violet Doan, Director of Administration; and their 60th Anniversary Committee spearheaded a series of festive and noteworthy events.
During the Board of Governors meeting in March, Meyya Meyyappan delivered a fascinating presentation on nanotechnology. For our June reception in San Juan, Puerto Rico, Yale Patt gave a rousing talk titled "The Future of Computer * (Are We in Serious Trouble?)," available on our Web site (www.computer.org). Bob Colwell, author of The Pentium Chronicles, culminated our jubilee speaker series with a witty and thoughtful presentation that is his trademark.
The Society's flagship magazine, Computer, published a monthly series of articles on the history of computing. With funding from Northrop Grumman, Board of Governors member Alan Clements organized a computer history Web design contest for students. As testament to Alan's dedication, this event was so successful that the Society will be conducting a similar competition in 2007.
We extended invitations to other societies to join in our celebration activities and received a reciprocal invitation from the British Computer Society, which turns 50 in 2007. We wish all the best to the BCS as they commemorate this seminal milestone.
I also had the pleasure of representing the Society at the Forum on Information Technology (FIT 2006) Our 60th anniversary milestone was also a time for self-assessment. Our operating revenues have been eroding, and our membership has been declining. Nonetheless, in a recent IEEE member study, more than 40 percent of the respondents chose the Computer Society as their IEEE society of first choice. We will continue to reach out, reevaluate ourselves, and improve the value of membership. We will strive to think and act globally.
REACHING OUT
My key presidential initiative this year was to provide outreach to underserved and underrepresented sectors-women, ethnic minorities, IT practitioners, emerging countriesand instituting significant efforts that put the Society on sounder financial footing. Here, I will mention just a few of our outreach activities this year.
During the year, Computer launched a new series of articles on "Broadening Participation in Computing," edited by Juan Gilbert of Auburn University. The Anita Borg Institute asked us to provide nonfinancial support for the Grace Hopper Conference, and we are delighted to do so. New board member Van Eden has provided funding from Microsoft in support of our student competitions for 2007.
Past president Jerry Engel has been working with the People to People program in support of outreach to Africa. In June, the Society joined the IEEE GOLD (Graduates of the Last Decade) program. One of our most exciting efforts is just getting under way. Under the leadership of Board secretary Ann Gates of the University of Texas at El Paso and John Fernandez of Texas A&M University, the "LeaD" program will develop professional leadership skills among diverse students through a variety of student-led activities. Our Thanks to Peter's efforts and those of executive director David Hennage, continuing education coordinator Stacy Saul, and the entire Professional Practices Committee led by Jim Moore, our certification activities are advancing. Samsung SDS has made CSDP a required career hurdle for 3,000 Samsung SDS developers, is developing a Computer Society/Samsung SDS course and a cadre of internal trainers, and will be offering CSDP training to the rest of the companies in the Samsung family and Samsung SDS corporate customers.
Reaching Out to

TEAM 2006
My accomplishments this year are attributable to working with an outstanding team. Treasurer Steve Seidman vastly improved the comprehension of our financial documents and leaves behind a great legacy. Secretary Ann Gates was a font of fresh ideas, a true godsend. We will miss working with past president Jerry Engel, who is a great friend and a mentor to all. As vice president of chapters activities, Chris Schober created more student chapters this year than in the history of the Society. Sorel Reisman, vice president of Electronic Products and Services, improved and streamlined our Electronic Products and Services board.
We also 
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